ii2 REFORM AND THE LATERAN COUNCIL OF 1215
the constitutions are based almost entirely on those of
M. Richard le Poore. The constitutions of Sodor contain
none of the decrees, and those of Norwich, though they
repeat the substance of several of the canons of the Lateran
Council, never mention the Council by name and seem to
be based on those of Walter Kirkham, Bishop of Durham,
whose constitutions had appeared two years before.1
Nothing is known of the constitutions of M* William
Bytton I, Bishop of Bath and Wells, beyond the fact that
some were issued at a synod sometime during his pontifi-
cate, and he was elected twenty-three years after the holding
of the Council. Since these constitutions were so specially
mentioned by the Canon of Wells in his history of the
Bishops of Bath and Wells it might seem that the issu-
ing of constitutions in this diocese was no common
practice.
The Winchester canons * present a problem. Peter des
Roches, their author, was not present at the Lateran
Council. The constitutions must have been published soon
after the Council of Oxford, are independent of M. Richard
le Poore, and yet reflect several decrees of the Lateran
Council, especially in relation to the clothing and behaviour
of clerks. But in the canons actual mention of the Lateran
Council is only made in two places. Its authority is cited
generally in the preamble, where it is incorrectly called the
* second' Council of the Lateran * Imprimis Lateranensis
concilii secundi statuta in episcopatu nostro ab omnibus
observentur. Statuta etiam Concilii apud Oxoniam cele-
brati a domino Cantuarie et eius suffraganeis observari
iubemus adicientes que coram nobis faciemus recitari.'
Later, clerks are forbidden to exact money for burials,
confession, and other Sacraments since it is c against the
canon of the Lateran Council', but this might well be
taken from a similar clause in the Oxford Council. No
definite conclusion therefore can be reached from internal
evidence, It is, of course, not impossible that Bishop Peter
conscientiously borrowed a copy of the Lateran canons, for
the Winchester canons are detailed and thorough, but it is
1 Concilia,!. 704.
* Mr, C R, Cheney also lent us his transcript of this manuscript.